
Promoting positive outcomes for children, youth, and families through 
research, advocacy, education, and effective partnerships.

Coalition for Children, Youth and Families

“The way to get started is to quit talking and begin doing.”

-Walt Disney

Our goals are simple: to collect and share news and information that will enhance the lives of 
children, youth and families in the Greater Hartford Area.  We believe that sharing informa-
tion freely is one important step in the growth and nurturing of our community.

We continue to hear from friends and colleagues who share material for publication, sugges-
tions for improvement (keep sending those please!) and stories about how they have either 
shared or used information that they have read in the E-News.  Last week, one reader called 
Pequeñín Children’s Multi-Cultural Readiness Academy in Parkville to try and enroll her two 
sons after reading the feature on Pequeñín in E-News.  While she and her family live in  
Wethersfield, she has a passion for Hartford and has committed her professional life to mak-
ing the city an even better place to live than it already is.  

CCYF E-News knows the city is full of people doing powerful, transformative work in service 
of the community.  We just wish everyone could read about their work more often!  Stay 
tuned for new E-News features aimed at meeting that need for telling Hartford stories.             
If you know of someone whose work is worth talking about, please let us know about it!

-CCYF E-News Editorial Staff
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News and Research

Beyond Child Care Centers: Infant and Toddler Child Care                                                   
Connecticut's early care and education agenda must reach beyond the reform of child care 
centers. In 2003, a capacity analysis found that Connecticut could serve only 15% of its in-
fants and toddlers in licensed child care.  In addition to the lack of capacity, many parents 
cannot afford licensed child care or simply prefer alternative forms of care for their infants 
and toddlers, such as staying home themselves or using home-based, unregulated child 
care. Given the number of children who are served outside of child care centers, early care 
and education reform efforts must address the needs of these children too if the developmen-
tal potential of all children in Connecticut is to be maximized.  A summary of CT Voices     
report on infant and toddler care.  Read More...

Summer Weight Gains May Translate Into Higher Absenteeism                                       
Children may add twice as many pounds during summer vacation, according to a new study 
of kindergarteners and first-graders. And that may mean they miss more school: another 
study found fat is a better predictor of fourth- to sixth-grade absenteeism than any other    
factor. Washington Post, The

Oldest Children get the Lion's Share of Parental Quality Time                                           First
-born children may receive an average of 3,000 more hours of quality time with their parents 
compared to subsequent children, according to a new study seeking to explain the differ-
ences in achievement between siblings. Researchers say the discrepancy is not         because 
parents don't try to divide their time equally, but because first-time parents often are able to 
show their oldest child more attention before younger siblings are born and        child-
rearing becomes more chaotic. Washington Post, The

Child Well-Being Data by Town: 2008                                                                                           
Data on child and family well-being by town, including the percentage of children in poverty, 
median family income, unemployment rates, children enrolled in HUSKY, preschool atten-
dance, dropout rates, homeownership, children in families receiving Care4Kids child care 
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assistance, children substantiated as abused/neglected, and children in DCF care who were 
placed in the town. From CT Voices for Children. Read more...

Family Well-Being Indictors for Connecticut Cities, 2006                                                          
Well-being data for the eight largest Connecticut cities. These data, from the 2006 American 
Community Survey conducted by the Census Bureau, include the percentage of low-income 
children, median family income, homeownership, and residents with a Bachelor's degree or 
higher. From CT Voices for Children. Read more...

Funding News

Sprint Ahead for Education Grant Program
Deadline: April 15, 2008/The Sprint Foundation
The Sprint Foundation will award grants of $500-$25,000 for school districts and individual 
schools that wish to purchase resource materials, supplies, equipment, and software that will 
facilitate leadership and character education among K-12 students.

Picturing America: Free American Art Resources
Deadline: April 15, 2008/National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH)
Picturing America will provide public and private schools with a collection of 40 posters de-
picting works of American art, related reading lists, and a resource booklet that contains in-
formation about the paintings.

School Wellness Grant Program
Deadline: April 15, 2008/United States Potato Board and the School Nutrition Foundation 
(SNF) $2,500 will be awarded to US public elementary schools for educational programs that 
will improve students' diets and overall wellness. Schools must participate in the National 
School Lunch Program (NSLP) and be an SNA member or sponsored by one.

Employment

2008 Annual Career Fair for Teachers and Other Education Professionals will take place 
Wednesday, April 2, 2008 (Snow date is April 10, 2008, same time) at Bellizzi Middle School, 
215 South Street, Hartford, 4-7:00 PM.  Vacancies in all subject areas and levels for 2008-09, 
on-site interviews will be available.  Bring your resume and your Connecticut Teacher 
Certification (or proof of eligibility for certification). For information, call (860) 695-8485.

211 Child Care Referral Specialist/FT
Send resume and cover letter to: recruitment@ctunitedway.org, or by mail to United Way of 
Connecticut/2-1-1 Attn: Recruitment, PO Box 290147, Wethersfield, CT 06129-0147

Administrative Assistant/Committee Coordinator                                                                 
Capital Workforce Partners is seeking an experienced Administrative Assistant to provide 
dedicated support to the Chief Operating Officer.  This individual will handle scheduling, 
special projects and presentations; will provide back-up support for the Office Manager and 
coordinate numerous committee activities; will plan meetings, maintain contact information 
and take meeting minutes.  Full time position, see attached flyer.

Community Resources

Southside Little league is Looking for Coaches                                                                       
Spring is here, and the Southside Little League needs your help!  SLL is looking for volunteers 
to be coaches and currently needs eight responsible adults in order to meet community 
need.  Children can register April 10, 11, and 12 (see attached flyer).                                     
Contact Benjamin Cruse, benjamin.cruse@leadershipgh.org, (860) 930-1973.

IT Community Support Project Family Workshop                                                                 
Come participate in a special Saturday Session and lunch for Students grades 6‐12 and their 
adult family members.  This is your chance to see what the I.T. Community Support Project is 
all about, experience a workshop and learn about our summer and after school programs for 
youth!  University of Hartford’s I.T. Community Support Project is made possible by a grant 
from the National Science Foundation. www.our-it.org  April 12, 2008, 10:00 AM-12:00 PM, 
followed by lunch! At the University of Hartford, West Hartford Campus, Butterworth Hall, 
1265 Asylum Avenue.  See attached flyer.

Parents Must Register Children by May 1 For Kindergarten Enrollment                        
Children born in 2002 must be registered for kindergarten.  New and transfer students must 
register at their neighborhood school. www.hartfordschools.org



CCYF E-NEWSLETTER                   MARCH 31, 2008                                      PAGE 3

Covering Kids & Families Quarterly Meeting in New Location                                           
Friday, April 25, at the Comfort Inn & Suites at 900 East Main Street in Meriden. Registration 
and coffee will be from 8:30 to 9 am, with a meeting from 9 am to 12 noon. These free educa-
tional meetings are open to all organizations interested in helping eligible families to enroll 
in HUSKY. See the agenda and RSVP  

View the document: Access to Primary Care For Hartford Children in HUSKY A: 
2005      http://ctkidslink.org/publications/h07hartfordprimarycare05.pdf

Spring News from 4-H Education Center at Auer Farm                                                         
Come to the farm to learn about simple soil science,  
germination, pollination and a crash course in animal 
farming. The program includes a hayride, barn tour,  
interactive milking display, potted plants and lots of fun! 
We have a new baby calf to train and watch grow and 
lots of seedlings to start. Programs are fun and incorpo-
rate inquiry-based science experiences. Our curriculum 
addresses state science standards through agricultural 
education. Thinking ahead to summer activities? Book a 
homemade ice cream lesson, or sign up for a week or two of our Summer Farming Academy 
program. Check out all our programs on our website at www.auerfarm.org. 

Hartford Office for Youth Services Youth Agency Forums                                                       
The Hartford Office for Youth Services presents a series of meetings to discuss major initia-
tives affecting youth and youth-serving agencies in Hartford. The next installment will be 
Recreation Facilities and League Sports, a forum that will focus on the systems that support 
league sports in the city and access to resources to support recreation programming.  Pope 
Park Recreation Center, Monday, April 14, 10:00-11:30 AM.

Hartford in the Global Economy: Can We Compete for Jobs, Talent,  and Capital?    The 
Hartford Public Library, Councilman Jim Boucher, and MetroHartford Alliance present a 
panel discussion on how Hartford fits into the global economy and what challenges and op-
portunities we face in the coming years with a particular focus on how we can compete for 
jobs, talent, and capital. Thursday, April 24, 2008, 5:30 PM, Hartford Public Library, 500 Main 
Street.  Event is free/registration is required. Call or email Richard Frieder at 
rfrieder@hplct.org, 860-695-6365.  Visit www.hartfordinfo.org, your gateway to information 
and data on issues of importance to those who live and work in Hartford and the region.

Youth Engagement
2008 Summer Youth Employment and Learning Program                                                   
Capital Workforce Partners is looking for applicants who are willing to make a personal com-
mitment to learn and work hard.  Applications are due April 18, 2008.  E-News suggests that 
you personally go through every component of the application package with your youth and 
their families whenever possible.  Incomplete applications result in non-acceptance.          
Application Package - Click Here

Free Student Show at Hartford Stage                                                                                         
Bloomsbury: A Night of Student Work, Monday, April 7, 7:00 PM.   Performance features 7th 
and 8th grade students from Bloomfield, Glastonbury and Simsbury, through the support of a 
CREC Pupil Partners Partnership Mini-Grant.  They’ll be performing original poems, songs, 
monologues and group work that they created in response to this partnership and to the  
staging of The Bluest Eye, by Toni Morrison.                                                                                          
Contact Jennifer Nario JNario@hartfordstage.org, flyer attached.

Advocacy
Bill #159: An Act Concerning Foster Placement and Education                                               
This important bill would allow foster youth to remain in their home schools when their place-
ments change.  The bill was voted out of the Education Committee and is now before the Ap-
propriations Committee. This is the crucial step in getting the bill to the full legislature for a 
vote.  Please call or email your legislators on the Appropriations Committee to request their 
support of Raised Bill 159-An Act Concerning Foster Placement and Education.

To find your local Legislators click on the link below (click House District or Senate District): 
http://www.cga.ct.gov/maps/Townlist.asp
To find out if your local Legislators are on the Appropriations Committee:
http://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/menu/MemberList.asp?comm_code=APP&doc_type
http://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/menu/MemberList.asp?comm_code=APP&doc_type
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Children at play in Pope Park  

Pope Park was donated to the city of Hartford  by Colonel Albert Pope for his  employees and 
city  residents  to enjoy games, walking and out-of-door activities.  Colonel Pope was the 
head of the Pope Manufacturing Company, which manufactured bicycles and automobiles, 
including the well-known Columbia bicycle.

The park was designed by the Olmsted Brothers Landscape Architects in 1898, and originally 
consisted of 90.5 acres. In its original form the park had three separate sections. Its western 
boundary was defined by the southern branch of the Park River, which today runs under-
ground beneath the park. The southern section, then known as Hollowmead, was the largest, 
consisting of 73 acres. The second section was the Bankside Grove, 13 acres laid out along 
the Park River. The third and smallest section was only 4 acres and was separated from   
Bankside Grove by Park Terrace.

Wonderful things are afoot in Pope Park these days!  To take a look at the Masterplan for the 
park’s renovation and to learn more about life in one of Hartford's signature landmark public 
parks, visit www.popepark.org.

Image courtesy of the Connecticut Historical Society.  

The  CCYF  E-Newsletter   is published  once weekly year-round  by the  Coalition for    
Children, Youth and Families. 

CCYF E-News is a CCYF community service.                

Complimentary  subscriptions  are  provided  to  select city and  state offices, community 
advocacy partners, and to the funding community.

CCYF editorial staff reserve the right to edit or refuse any/all submitted material.  

Contact information for verification of accuracy must be included with all submissions.  The 
weekly deadline for submission to CCYF E-Newsletter is Thursdays at 5:00 PM.  Materials 
received after deadline may appear in the next published issue of the newsletter.  

Send submissions to ccyfhartford@gmail.com.     

To de-subscribe, email us and type de-subscribe in the subject line.


